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Of all the decisions which the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Church will make in 
this year of crucial decisions, none 
will be more crucial than the decision 
required by the ultra-radical change 
in Missions policy demanded by the 
Mexican Church. Read all about it 
on p. 3 and then ponder the editorial 
on p. 12. 





In this issue appears the third of 
four articles on the new curriculum 
which the Presbyterian, U. S., Church 
is preparing in cooperation with similar 
programs in 11 other denominations. 
Almost exactly 10 years ago the Jour- 
nal was calling attention to the radical 
new curriculum being prepared by the 
(then) U. S. A. Church. This curricu- 
lum which came to be called “Faith 
and Life’? was the pilot program for 
the current effort, our part of which 
will be catled “Covenant Life.” 





British Cardinal Godfrey has sug- 
gested that the family pets should join 
the household in Lenten fasting, a 
sacrifice which “would be very much 
in the spirit of Lent, for it would 
touch both palate and purse.” The 
Cardinal drew his authority for im- 
posing fasting upon animals from 
Jonah 3:7. But animal lovers in 
Britain took exception. Said a spokes- 
man for the National Dog Owners As- 
sociation: “We would not advise any 
dog owner to do what the archbishop 
suggests.”” We have a feeling the pre- 
late hasn’t heard the last of this one. 





Speaking to the annual assembly of 
the Rhode Island Council of Churches, 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake said: “The 
ecumenical movement would be impos- 
sible without the background of change 
in a theology of the Bible which oc- 
curred in the late 19th century.” Pre- 
cisely. You cannot have an amalga- 
mation of every kind of religious opin- 
ion without first determining that the 
Bible is no longer to be taken literally. 
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Principals at the meeting at which the proposal to change Mexico missions 


policy was framed, are, from left: seated — Mrs. De Legters, Elliott, Macias, 
Smith and Leal; standing — Kempers, Millard, Lango, Blake, Schade and 
Rodriguez. 


New Visual Materials 
On Bible Are Produced 
NEW YORK (RNS) — New audio- 
visual teaching aids on the history of 
the English Bible have been produced 
for churches by the American Bible 
Society here in connection with the 


350th anniversary of the publication 
f the King James Bible in 1611. 


In announcing the materials Dr. 
James Z. Nettinga, secretary of the 
society’s information and education de- 
partment, described them as the “most 
authentic, inspiring and colorful” aids 
for church school teachers and other 
educators ever distributed on English 
Bible history. 


Included in the materials are four 
film strips in color entitled “How Our 
Bible came to Us,” available with or 
without recorded narration; a set of 
16 “Picture Posters of the History of 
the English Bible’; and a 32-page 
picture booklet called “Our Most 
Precious Heritage.” 


All the audio-visual materials are 
based on an 84-minute film entitled 
“Our Bible — How It Came to Us,” 
produced by the ABS a few years ago 
with a cast of 250. They may be or- 
dered from the Society’s headquarters, 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 





‘Question Seven’ Film 
Commended by Critics 


WASHINGTON (RNS) Movie 
critics warmly praised “Question Sev- 
en,” a film dealing with the agoniz- 
ing problem faced by a Protestant 
minister in East Germany under Com- 
munist persecution, following its world 
premiere here. 


Congressmen, government officials 
and Washington religious leaders at- 
tended. The film was produced for 
Lutheran Film Associates by Louis de 
Rochemont Associates of New York. 
Six other premieres are being held in 
the U. S. and Canada. 


PAGE 3 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MARCH 29, 1961 





Proposal Would Limit 
Powers of U.S. Board 


ATLANTA — Details of a proposed 
new basis for mission work in Mexico 
were released here in preparation for 
the consideration of the plan by the 
General Assemblies of Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches in Mexico and 
the United States. Final implementa- 
tion of the plan depends upon favor- 
able action by all Assemblies involved. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE — A correction 
The U. P. U. S. A. 
Assembly will not take action, as au- 
its Commission, 


is needed here. 


thority is vested in 
which was represented in Mexico by 
Dr. Smith (the inevitable Dr. Blake 
accompanying him). The U. S. As- 
sembly may take action as the repre- 
sentatives it appointed are presumably 
answerable directly to the Assembly. 
But it shouldn’t as policy 
properly belongs to the province of 


the Board of World Missions.) 


missions 


Details of the proposals were an- 
nounced simultaneously by the two 
major Presbyterian bodies in America, 
the U. P. U. S. A., and the U. S. 
Churches. They were each represent- 
ed in the Mexico City consultations by 
two-man delegations named by their 
Assemblies. 


Under provisions of the plan, the 
Mexican Church will “review, coordi- 
nate and approve the work of all mis- 
sions and missionaries” working with 
it. This is to say, the national Church 
will assign missionaries their work and 
administer all funds received from 
the U. S. 


A special Committee for Co-opera- 
tive Work will be formed of the ex- 
ecutive officers (the Directiva) of the 
Mexican Assembly, one representative 
from each Mexican presbytery, two 
representatives each from the missions 
of the United and the U. S. Presby- 
terian Churches, and one each from 
the missions of the Reformed Church 
in America and the Pioneer Mission 






Agency, an independent Presbyterian 
mission which will participate in the 
plan and which has already given its 
endorsement to it. 


(NOTE — Two other Presbyterian 
bodies with Mexican missions, the As- 
sociate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
and the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions, were not rep- 
resented in the negotiations nor in the 
plans for the “cooperative” work. 
Moreover, the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
which was represented, is neither a 
Church, Board nor Mission. It is, in 
fact, one couple working in Yucatan. 
When meetings on cooperative work 
require a “board” representative, the 
wife goes; when a “mission” represen- 
tative is needed, the husband attends.) 


The committee proposed will “re- 
view, coordinate, and approve the pro- 
grams, personnel, and budgets of co- 
operative work of the presbyteries and 
of the institutions directly related to 
the General Assembly.” The Mexican 
Assembly, through its executive of- 
ficers, will make any requests for per- 
sonnel and funds from the related 
churches in the United States, after 
approval by the Co-operative Com- 
mittee. 


The cooperative pattern also pro- 
poses that the treasurer of the Mexi- 
can General Assembly administer all 
funds provided from abroad according 
to the budget of the Co-operative 
Committee. 


All properties now held by the mis- 
sions for use of institutions directly 
related to the General Assembly would 
be transferred to the General Assem- 
bly (of Mexico). The mission agencies 
declare it their intention to “transfer 
to the General Assembly all properties 
now being held by the mission for the 
use of institutions directly related to 
the General Assembly, when suitable 
arrangements have been made by the 
Committee on Properties of the Gen- 
eral Assembly.” Further, the missions 
would transfer all “properties intend- 
ed for the use of presbyteries and their 
institutions as soon as suitable arrange- 
ments for each individual property 
and its future administration can be 
made.” 


Both statements of intention are 
supported by the statement that when 
property is transferred, the donor mis- 
sion will transfer to the National 
Church the annual amount which it is 
now using for maintenance of the 
property. 


Representing the Presbyterian 


Church, U. S., in the Mexico City con- 
ference were Dr. William M. Elliott, 
Jr., former moderator of the denomina- 
tion, and Dr. James A. Millard, Jr., 
Stated Clerk. Representing the Unit- 
ed Presbyterians were Dr. John Cov- 
entry Smith, General Secretary of the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations, and Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, Stated Clerk. 


Mexican members of the study com- 
mittee were Dr. David Macias, Mod- 
erator of the National Church; Dr. Eze- 
quiel Lango, Stated Clerk; Prof. Lean- 
dro Garza Leal, Vice-Presidente; and 
Ruling Elder Carlos R. Rodriguez, 
Treasurer. Representatives of the Re- 
formed Church in America were Dr. 
Howard C. Schade, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of North American 
Mission, and Dr. John R. Kempers of 
Chiapas, Mexico. Mrs. Elva de Leg- 
ters of Merida, Mexico, represented 
the Pioneer Mission. 





Student Pastor Quits 
Over Film Controversy 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (RNS) — The 
pastor of the University of Tennessee’s 
Presbyterian Center is leaving his post 
after objections were lodged against 
his aid in circulating literature pro- 
testing the showing of the contro- 
versial, anti-Communist film, ‘“Opera- 
tion Abolition,” on the campus. 


It was announced here by the Cen- 
ter’s Board of Directors that the Rev. 
John L. Payne had given up his po- 
sition as of June 1 “by mutual agree- 
ment.” 


Mr. Payne said he was not personally 
protesting the showing of the film 
but wished to point out that there was 
“another side” to the story. The 
board’s statement upheld him in part 
by saying it “believes in the right of 
the individual to speak his convictions 
and take his stand on matters of truth 
and justice as he interprets them.” 


Earlier the minister said the board 
apparently wanted him to clear with 
it in advance any stands he might take 
on so-called controversial issues. He 
then commented: “I don’t know wheth- 
er in good conscience I can go along 
with this sort of contract.” 





For these two things can never be 
harmonized together, to be cleansed 
by the blood of Christ, and to be 
cleansed by works: for John assigns 
not the half, but the whole, to the 
blood of Christ—John Calvin 


Bay Area Pastors Say 
HCUA Film ‘Accurate’ 


SAN FRANCISCO — Seven min- 
isters of the San Francisco area who 
had personal knowledge of the student 
riots of 1960 have signed a statement 
respecting the controversial film, “Op- 
eration Abolition” which has been con- 
demned by the National Council of 
Churches: 


“The frightening drama of the com- 
munist inspired riots of May 12-14, 
1960 has been captured in a startling 
film authorized by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee entitled 
‘Operation Abolition.’ The film is a 
40-minute documentry taken by news 
cameramen both inside and outside the 
City Hall. Local communists are iden- 
tified as they incite the crowd to wild 
disorder and violence in which several 
policemen were hospitalized. Commu- 
nist charges of police brutality are 
ridiculous. One could not be an eye- 
witness to this tragedy without a fear 
of those few who are dedicated to this 
party of treason and yet who so suc- 
cessfully staged this dress rehearsal 
for revolution in our own area. This 
film is one of the most effective coun- 
terblows for liberty imaginable. These 
comunists, together with their fellow- 
travelers, dupes, suckers, unwitting 
tools and a few regrettable allies in 
the ministry, little realized that they 
would be making a permanent record 
which would expose their treasonable 
activities. 


“Inasmuch as the communist con- 
spiracy has launched a massive attempt 
to discredit this film, we ministers who 
were eyewitnesses to this horrifying 
development locally wish to certify that 
this film is a true and accurate repre- 
sentation of the activities of the hear- 
ing. The commentary is truthful. The 
film is not ‘doctored.’ The sound track 
is not distorted. The left wing charge 
that this film is a forgery is a mani- 
Sout Hes cc” 


The ministers signing the statement 
were Dr. G. Archer Weniger of Oak- 
land; Rev. Don Watson, also of Oak- 
land; Dr. H. Austin, of San Francisco; 
Rev. Robert F. Hakes of Alameda; 
Dean William G. Bellshaw of the San 
Francisco Baptist Seminary; Dr. H. 0. 
Van Gilder of the Western Baptist 
Bible College; and Dr. Arno Weniger 
of San Francisco. 





You cannot build a reputation on 
what you intend to do. 
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Text—John 11:25,26—‘“I am the res- 
urrection and the life. He that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die.” 


“Can you say, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life’?”’ a man asked a Brahmin 
priest. 

"Te" 
that.” 


replied the priest, “I can say 


“But can you make anyone believe 
it?” the man inquired. 


We know the answer. No one would 
believe him. But Jesus said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. He that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die.” 


And we believe Him. 
Why? 
Because He proved His statement 


by rising from the dead. 


THE SECRET OF OUR LORD’S 
SUCCESS 


Charles Maurice Talleyrand de Peri- 
gord was a French bishop. Excom- 
municated by the Pope, he became a 
great statesman in the French Revolu- 
tion. One day a man came to him 
who wanted to start a new religion and 
complained that he was not having 
much success. “Oh,” said Talleyrand, 
“that’s very easy. All you have to 
do is to get yourself crucified and rise 
again on the third day.” 


That is the secret of Christ’s success. 
He proved that He is the resurrection 
and the life proved it by His own 
resurrection. 





We have not a dead prophet but a 
living Lord. 


The Ki EsUTTECLLON 





And The Site 


REV. E. P. SCHULZE 


As a missionary finished preaching 
in a market place in northern India a 
Mohammedan stepped up to him and 
said, “You must admit that we have 
ene thing that you have not, and it is 
better than anything you have.” 


“And what is it that you have?” 
asked the missionary. 


“When we go to Mecca,” said the 
Moslem, “we at least find a coffin, 
but when you Christians go to Jeru- 
salem you find nothing but an empty 
tomb.” 


“Yes, that’s right,” said the mission- 
ary. ‘Mohammed is dead and in his 
coffin, but Christ is risen and sits at 
the right hand of God.” 
deceiver 


We have not a deceased 


but a resurrected Redeemer. 


While traveling in Egypt Dr. Harry 
Rimmer, a popular writer on religious 
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and scientific subjects, engaged in 
some negotiations with the Egyptian 
secretary of state, who, of coursé, was 
a follower of the false Prophet. In 
the course of their conversation Rim- 
mer remarked, “We believe that God 
has given to man three revelations of 
Himself.” 


“We, too believe that,” replied the 
secretary. 


“We believe that God has revealed 
Himself in the works of nature.” 


“We, too, believe that.” 


“We believe that God has revealed 
Himself in a book—the Bible.” 


“We believe that God has revealed 
Himself in a book—the Koran.” 


“We believe that God has revealed 
Himself in a man—Jesus Christ.” 


“We believe that God has revealed 
Himself in a man—the prophet Mo- 
hammed.” 


“We believe that Jesus died to save 
His followers” 

“We believe 
for his people.” 


that Mohammed died 


“We believe that our Lord is able 
to substantiate His claims because He 
rose from the dead,” said Dr. Rimmer. 


The eyes of the Mohammedan were 
downcast as he said, “We have no in- 
formation concerning our prophet af- 
ter his death.” 


THE PROOF OF CHRIST’S 
RESURRECTION 


But is the resurrection of our Sav- 
iour proved? Nobody living today, 
no one on earth during the past nine- 
teen centuries has seen Him again, 


either on the roads and lanes of Gali- 
lee or on the streets and avenues of 
New York or anywhere else on the 
face of this globe. 


People who argue that way are like 
the Irishman who was accused of theft. 
“At least four people saw you take 
that article,” said the judge. “Sure, 
your Honor,” answered the Irishman, 
“but I can bring you forty people who 
will swear they didn’t see me take it.” 


What a foolish method of reasoning! 
What we don’t see proves nothing. But 
what a man sees does indeed prove 
something. And nothing is better at- 
tested than the resurrection of Christ. 
In the forty-day interval between His 
rising from the tomb and His ascension 
into heaven our Lord made at least 
ten appearances to individuals or 
groups, and on one of those occasions 
He was seen by more than 500 dis- 
ciples at once. 


But we do not accept the fact of 
Christ’s resurrection merely because 
there were eyewitnesses. We believe 
it because the Word of God speaks to 
our hearts, assuring us that He is 
risen, that He is risen indeed; and the 
Holy Spirit confirms that Word. 


‘WHAT IT MEANS TO US 


Yet when our Lord says, “I am the 
resurrection and the life,’ He is not 
speaking of His own resurrection only, 
for He immediately adds, “He that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die.” 
He is speaking also of our resurrec- 
tion. 


Is it likely that we shall rise again? 


Augustus C. Hare, a prominent An- 
glican clergyman, tells this story in his 
autobiography, “Memorials of a Quiet 
Life.” — An English-woman named 
Lady Anne Grimston died in 1717. 
On her deathbed she declared that it 
was no more likely that she would rise 
again than that a tree should rise out 
of her body when she was dead. She 
was buried in Tervin churchyard in 
Hertfordshire, and over her grave was 
built what is called an altar tomb, 
covered with a heavy slab of stone. 
Some years later the slab cracked in 
the middle and a young tree pushed 
up its head. In time it grew to be one 
of the largest trees in Hertfordshire, 
and as it grew its branches twined 
themselves about the tomb and lifted 
it above the earth and laid hold of the 
iron railing around the tomb, twisting 
it like rope and holding it suspended 
in the air. 


The same God who gave that tree 
the power to do those things can also 
raise the dead. 


At the close of the first century of 
the Christian era there was a Church 
father called Clement of Rome who 
wrote an epistle in which he said: 


“Let us consider, beloved, how the 
Lord doth continually show us that 
there shall be a future resurrection, 
of which He has made Jesus Christ the 
first-fruits, raising Him from the dead. 


“Let us contemplate, beloved, the 
resurrection that is continually before 
our eyes. Day and night manifest a 
resurrection to us. The night lies 
down, and the day arises. Again the 
day departs, and the night comes. 


“Let us 
earth. 


behold the fruits of the 


Everyone sees how the seed is 





It Can Be Taught 


There is a feeling on the part of 
many public school people that re- 
ligion has no place in the schools. 
We feel that we must find a way 
to provide children with the relig- 
ious understanding of life and the 
religious element in our culture. 
We believe that this can be taught 
as openly and frankly as now pupils 
are taught economics and listen to 
political discussion of questions on 
which people do not agree.— Dr. 
Gerald E. Knoff. 











sown. The sower goes forth and casts 
it upon the earth, and the seed, which 
when it was sown fell upon the ground 
dry and naked, in time dissolves. And 
from the dissolution the great power 
of the providence of the Lord raises 
it again, and of one seed many arise 
and bring forth fruit.” 


In one of his sermons Henry Ward 
Beecher said: “On opening some old 
Egyptian tombs they have found wheat 
5,000 years old. The Greek Empire 
has risen and gone. The Roman Em- 
pire has risen, and its dust has been 
blown away, and civilization has de- 
veloped since the careful attendants 
sealed up that wheat. It has lain for 
5,000 years doing nothing but keep- 
ing company with hideous mummies; 
and yet when taken out and planted in 
a field it goes to work and comes right 
up and. develops a stem and brings 
forth fruit as though it had never 
taken a wink of sleep. And if wheat 
will keep so long as that I am sure 
men will. When God breaks the seal 


the seed will come out and its germs 
will grow again.” 


But do we believe in the resurrec. 
tion of the body for any such reasons? 
No. We believe because Jesus said, 
“I am the resurrection and the life,” 
and proved it by His own Resurrection. 


OUR HOPE IS SURE 


Just what our bodies will be like 
in the resurrection is another question. 
Scripture tells us indeed that the body 
which we bury is like a seed planted. 
“It is sown a natural body. It is raised 
a spiritual body.” And the Bible in- 
forms us that the bodies of believers 
will be glorified. We read that Christ 
shall change our vile body into the 
likeness of His glorious body. We are 
told that it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be, but we know that we shal! 
be like Him. But the basic thing is 
that because He lives we shall live 
also. 


Several years ago a submarine sank 
off Provincetown, Massachusetts. Di- 
vers went down, attempting to find 
some signs of life within. At last they 
heard a faint tapping on the steel 
hull. They recognized the dots and 
dashes of the Morse code spelling out 
the question, “Is there hope?” There 
was. 


As to the resurrection of the body, 
we need not ask that question. It has 
already been answered. Jesus gave 
the answer by His own resurrection 
and by those words that He spoke, 
which constitute our text: “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die.” 


We really have nothing to do with 
questions and guesses and surmises. 


When the great chemist and psys- 
icist Michael Faraday was dying, some 
journalists asked him, “What are your 
speculations as to a life after death?” 
“Speculations?” said Faraday. “1 
know nothing about speculations. | 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
because He lives I, too, shall live.’’ 


That is our hope at this Eastertide 
and always. Let us live up to it. 
“Christ died for all, that they which 
live would not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for 
them and rose again.” 


- * om . 


The Rev. Mr. Schulze is minister of 
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
Peekskill, N. Y. 
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The third of four articles on new teaching materials now in preparation 


The New Curriculum 


Il. 


Last week we began a detailed dis- 
cussion of the significant doctrines con- 
tained in the “foundation” papers of 
the new curriculum which is in prepa- 
ration for use by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., the Reformed Church 
in America, and possibly others. The 
“foundation” papers — some twelve in 
all, of which those numbered I. through 
V. are the most important — will not 
determine exactly what will appear in 
the actual literature when it is pub- 
lished, but they are intended to estab- 
lish the principles by which the litera- 
ture will be produced. 


Last week’s article, analyzing the 
theory of revelation and the Bible con- 
tained in the “foundation” papers, was 
the most important of the four sched- 
uled to appear. 


This is not only because the Bible 
is important, as a book, but because 
everything in faith and practice flows 
from, and depends upon, one’s basic 
presuppositions about the Bible. For 
instance: 


—Whether you think religious infor- 
mation should be taken from one 
source only or from several sources 
depends on what you think of the Bi- 
ble. (If you think God kept on talk- 
ing after His Book went to press, you 
will be interested to consider the final- 
ity of religious truth an open question 
until you are sure He hasn’t said 
something more up to date.) 


-Whether you take the teachings of 
Scripture as they are or with a “pinch 
of salt” depends on what you think 
the Bible is. (If the hand of God 
wrote that precept you will accept it. 
If it is only a human opinion you 
may feel free to take it or modify it 
as you choose.) 


-Whether you treat the words of 
Paul as binding or as out-of-date de- 
pends on what you think of his au- 
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The Bible and the Church as Witness 


and Instrument of Revelation 


thority. (If you accept his writings 
as the genuine Word of God you will 
try to understand some difficult pas- 
sage. If he was just a first-century 
prejudiced Jew, you may feel inclined 
to simply ignore some of the things 
he wrote.) 


—What you conceive the teaching - 
learning process to be depends on what 
part you think the Bible plays in the 
teaching-learning process. (If it is a 
divinely inspired means of supernatural 
grace, you will probably pay close at- 
tention to the text. If it is only anoth- 
er book, you probably will give more 
attention to the teacher of your class.) 


Thus it makes all the difference 
whether a theory says, “The Bible 
CONTAINS the Word of God” or 
whether it says, “The Bible IS the 
Word of God.” And it makes all the 
difference whether the “foundation” 
papers say, “The Bible is WITNESS 
to God’s revelation” or whether they 
say, “The Bible IS God’s revelation.” 


Our observations this week, there- 
fore, depend upon the conclusions 
reached last week. We are going to 
suggest that the new curriculum con- 
stitution proposes to elevate the 
Church unduly in authority. And we 
are going to suggest that this mistake 
follows naturally upon a previous mis- 
take: an insufficiently high view of 
the Bible. 


There must be an inadequate view 
of the Bible before it is possible to 
bring other considerations into an un- 
derstanding of the salvation process. 
It is a low view of the Bible which 
leads to the authorization of other re- 
source material for primary use in 
Christian education. And in the fi- 
nal article of this series we shall see 
that it will be necessary to exercise 
great care lest the “foundation” pa- 
pers be taken to authorize the replace- 
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ment of the Bible with other teaching 
materials upon occasion. 


* * o 


One of the great emphases of the Re- 
formation was that of “The Bible 
Alone!” The Roman Church still vests 
more authority in the Church than in 
the Scriptures, on the excuse that the 
Scriptures came out of the Church, 
later than the Church, and were au- 
thored by men who were first in the 
Church. The Roman error is begin- 
ning to appear once again in Protes- 
tantism, as the Church and its pro- 
nouncements are increasingly respect- 
ed. The error has infiltrated the 
“foundation” papers. 


In a manner one cannot help notic- 
ing, the “foundation” papers tend to 
view the Church in the same way they 
view the Bible: 


—The Church, as well as the Bible, is 
said to be “witness and instrument” 
of revelation. In one notable quota- 
tion, carefully phrased (II. p. 4), 
Church and Bible are described to- 
gether, in the singular rather than the 
plural; and with the characteristic 
ommission of the definite article: 


“Bible and Church are witness 
and instrument of God’s revelation.” 
The implication here is that there is 
one witness and instrument of revela- 
tion, namely the community of God, 
the written record of which is the Bi- 
ble and the living expression of which 
is the Church. 


—The Bible is said to be a record 
which is “true to the Church’s under- 
standing” of the “Christ event.” (I. 
p. 6). Here is an elaboration upon 
what is meant by “witness and in- 
strument”: it is the “Church’s under- 
standing” of things. Here the Bible 


is defined as a body of writings con- 
taining the Church’s understanding of 
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There is no substitute for the Word of God in any ministry te souls — 
be it pastoral, educational or missionary — because the Word of God 


is the sword of the Spirit. 





God, especially of God IN Christ. This 
is clearly to equate the authority of 
revelation — such as we have it — 
in some way with the “understanding” 
of the Church. 


—tThe Bible is said to have come out 
of the believing community to which 
the Holy Spirit spoke. The inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit is somehow 
given to the Church rather than to the 
individual author. This inspiration ef- 
fects an understanding of the events 
which constitute revelation, it does not 
supply the revelation itself. This is 
to say that the authority which the 
Church recognizes is its own under- 
standing of revelation, which under- 
standing, written down during the early 
years of its life, constitutes the Bible. 


—Neither the Bible nor the Church 
are viewed as original authorities. 
What is original, of course, is revela- 
tion. But the Church, as well as the 
Bible, are characterized as means 
whereby the living God calls men unto 
Himself. 


This is probably the best place to 
interrupt our train of thought to dis- 
cuss the problem of the origin of Scrip- 
ture. A great deal is made in the 
papers of the alleged fact that the 
Scriptures did not come into being 
apart from the Church, they came out 
of the Church — those to whom illum- 
ination was given were members of 
the Church and the Holy Spirit spoke 
to them as to the Church. The Church 
was actively in existence before the 
Scriptures were written. 


Now this argument, of course, is 
the number one argument the Roman 
Catholic Church uses when it seeks 
to establish the priority of its own 
authority over the authority of the 
Scriptures. And there is an element 
of truth in the argument. 


However, as we look back into the 
past it makes little difference wheth- 
er: “holy men spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” means “in- 
dividuals spake . . .” or “the Church 
spake .. .” So long as the Scriptures 
came into being, it matters little how 
you say it. 


But the Reformers correctly protest- 
ed that to credit the Apostolic Church 
with the Scriptures did not therefore 
mean that the voice of a 15th Century 


Church Council was the Voice of God. 
And to say that the Apostolic Church 
brought into being the Scriptures most 
certainly does not bring a presbytery 
today into an “organic” relationship 
with the Bible so far as its authority 
is concerned. The voice of the pres- 
bytery is not for that reason to be tak- 
en as the Voice of God. 


If you allow that view then you al- 
low the view that the Roman Church 
is correct and you must study her 
teachings with appreciation and re- 
spect. For she is certainly linked, by 
direct succession, with the early 
Church. And her chief claim to au- 
thority is the contention that revela- 
tions to the Church supplement Scrip- 
tural teaching. 


The alternative is to say that the 
period of revelation is past. The 
Apostolic writers wrote under a spe- 
cial authority which has not continued. 
Their writings only are to be taken as 
authoritative and infallible. The 
Church today is not inspired. It is 
only illumined by the Holy Spirit. The 
Church today cannot say anything 
which is to be taken on a par with — 
or in place of — Scripture. 


This is what the Reformation said— 
this we must reiterate today — or 
go back to Rome! 


* * * 


Now it should be clearly stated that 
the “foundation” papers do NOT ele- 
vate the Church to a place of EQUAL 
importance with the Bible. The point 
is that the very question of “impor- 
tance” itself is relegated to a place 
of no importance. The “foundation” 
papers consider that discussions of im- 
portance are not important (II. p. 4). 
This is to say that we are not viewing 
two separate entities (Bible and 
Church) which can be compared with 
each other and, in some fashion, be 
balanced against each other: “... the 
relation between the two is a much 
more organic relation ... God in His 
providence has given us both the Bi- 
ble and the Church. We are not re- 
quired to choose one or the other.” 


The “foundation” papers carefully 
avoid elevating the Church to the same 
level as the Bible. The issue is not 
how the two can be compared but 
whether they can be separated at all. 
The Church is not to be lifted above 
the Bible any more than the Bible is 


to be lifted above the Church, accord- 


ing to the papers. The point is that 
they are not to be considered organi- 
cally apart in the first place! 


In short, the papers hold that there 
is an organic — organism — identi- 
fication to be recognized between 
Church and Scripture. 


This is to come as close to saying 
that the pronouncements of the Gen- 
eral Assembly are to be accepted on a 
par with Scripture as you can come 
without actually saying it. It is to 
come as close to saying that the 
teachings of the Church may supple- 
ment or replace the teachings of Scrip- 
ture as you can come without actually 
saying it. 

The doctrine of the Church support- 
ed by the “foundation” papers is quite 
similar to the Roman Catholic doctrine 
of the Church. It is the doctrine of 
the Church from which the Reformers 
fled, when they held forth the solitary 
primacy of the Bible. 


We have repeatedly pointed out, re- 
cently, how modern Protestantism is 
returning to Rome’s ways and Roman 
theology. Here is the heart of the 
matter, the authority of the Church. 
The latest and most widely publicized 
statement of the new Protestant posi- 
tion was contained in Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake’s proposal for Church union. 
Said he, we have learned that “the 
Bible alone” is not enough. 


Rome has gone the limit, of course, 
leaving the Bible itself almost com- 
pletely out of its teaching program, 
substituting the teachings of the 
Church and “tradition” for the Scrip- 
tures. The “foundation” papers have 
taken what may prove to be a first 
step in that direction, by declaring 
that the on-going Church, its life and 
its history, are proper subjects for 
study and proper sources of under- 
standing of the will of God. 


It is, of course, this attitude towards 
the Bible and the Church which has 
already reduced the Bible content in 
the teaching program of the Church. 
The “foundation” papers simply sug- 
gest that what has already become a 
source of distress to many Presbyter- 
ians should in the future be the of- 
ficial policy in the development of the 
curriculum. 


Lest there be any question about 
the official Roman Catholic position 
in this matter, here is the decree of 
the Council of Trent, the final, au- 
thoritative pronouncement made short- 
ly after the Reformation: 
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(The Gospel), being before prom- 
ised through the prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, first pro- 
mulgated with His own mouth, 
and then commanded to be 
preached by His Apostles to every 
creature, as the fountain of all, 
both saving truth and moral dis- 
cipline; and seeing clearly that 
this truth and discipline are con- 





rate with an equal affection of 
pity and reverence, all the books 
both of the Old and the New 
Testament — seeing that one God 
is the author of both — as also 
the said traditions, as well those 
appertaining to faith as to morals, 
as having been dictated, either by 
Christ’s own words of mouth, or 
by the Holy Ghost, and preserved 
in the Catholic Church by a con- 


thored by God Himself, 
Ghost dictating.” 


“the Holy 


However (and here we believe the 
“foundation” papers agree) Rome goes 
on to say (last lines above) that the 
teachings of the Church were also dic- 
tated by Christ’s own word of mouth; 
or have been dictated since to the 
Church by the Holy Ghost. 


This question of the Church as the 








tained in the written books, and 
which, 
received by the Apostles from the 
mouth of Christ, or from the 
Apostles the Holy 
Ghost dictating, have come down 
even unto us, transmitted as it 
were from hand to hand: (we) 
following the examples of the or- 
thodox Fathers, receive and vene- 


he unwritt tradition: 
- a a Unfortunately, 


themselves, 


of the Scriptures. 


tinuous succession. 


when 

Church’s official position 
compared with that of the “founda- 
tion” papers of the new curriculum 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
Rome seems to hold to a higher view 


Rome 


confesses that the books of both the 
Old and the New Testaments were au- 


mouth of the Holy Spirit with the 
Bible as the mouth of the Holy Spirit 
is the central heresy from which the 
Reformers fled. For Calvin, Luther, 
Knox and the rest, both the authority 
of the Church and the means of grace 
were limited to the Word of God. And 
by “Word of God” they did not mean 
the pronouncements of the Church as 
a continuing witness and instrument 
— they meant the Bible. 


the Roman 
(above) is 


believes and 








(NOTE — The text below is taken from the “founda- 
tion” papers. The numbers refer to the “foundation” 
paper from which the quotation is taken, and the 
page.) 


I. p. 4—*. .. The Church carries on its work by 
offering the Bible and its own life as both witness 
and instrument (of revelation). We find in the 
Bible the witness of men to the fact of revelation 
. . » We find in the Church the witness to the 
revelation as the Church manifests in its own 
life that it is God’s covenant people; and as men 
seek to draw others into the covenant relationship, 
the Church is used as an instrument of God’s 
revelation in Christ.” 


I. p. 6—“The proclamation which called into being 
the New Testament Church . . . contains the witness 
to the Christ event of those who had known Jesus 
in the flesh and had through the Holy Spirit under- 
stood the supreme significance of that which God 
had done for man in Christ. Central to the New 
Testament witness is the fact of the resurrection 
and the understanding of the life and death of 
Jesus in the light of the resurrection . . . 


“The New Testament came out of the believing 
community of the early disciples. 
written documents — true to the Church’s under- 
standing of the significance of the coming of the 
Christ . . . a body of writings which contained the 
Christian community’s understanding of the sig- 
nificance of the Christ event.” 


I. p. 7—“The beginning is with the revelation events, 


but the witness to these events is preserved for us 
in the book which we know as the Holy Bible.” 


I. p. 7—“It now becomes possible to define the rela- 


tion of Church to Scripture. The believing com- 
munity which witnesses to the event of revelation 
came into being before the written word was pro- 
duced. The Scripture was written by those who 
stood within the inner life of the Church as they 
told of the event and interpreted its meaning. It 
came out of the believing community which 
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through the power of the Holy Spirit understood 
the significance of revelation. And likewise the 
Church made the canon . . . But we must under- 
stand that neither Church nor Scripture is pri- 
mary. Both Church and Scripture witness to the 
revelation event . . . Scripture and Church exist 
as witnesses to the events of revelation and the 
living God who makes himself known in the reve- 
lation events uses both Church and Scripture as 
instruments through which he calls men into fel- 
lowship with himself.” 


“Tn the written record we have ‘treasure in 
This figure of speech . . . ap- 
plies to any attempt to witness in human language 
to the revelation of God . . . The basic Biblical 
assumption (is) that God has spoken to man in 


p. 4—“To say that the Bible and Church are 
witness and instrument of God’s revelation does 
not imply that the Bible and Church are equal in 
authority nor does it have implications for the 
relative importance of the two. Actually it is not 
necessary to attempt to determine a priority of 
importance between the Bible and the Church... 
the relation...is a much more organic relation 
than is suggested by either of these two possibil- 
ities . . . God in his providence has given us both 
the Bible and the Church. We are not required to 
choose one or the other.” 


“ _. God gave the Bible out of the experience of 
and through the instrumentality of the people of 
God .. . By the Scriptures the faith and practice 
of the Church are constantly judged. But God 
uses both the Church and the Bible as witnesses 
and instruments of his revelation.” 


I p.8 
earthen vessels.’ 
Jesus Christ.” 
II. 
” 
It contains the 
V 


p. 5—“God changes the character of man and 
brings him to maturity, using the witness of the 
Bible and the Church to accomplish his purpose. 
The Church’s one task is to bear witness to God’s 
self-disclosure in Jesus Christ and to serve as in- 
strument for God’s revelation of himself to men.” 














A Glossary of Liberalism 


GOD: “God,” in the language of 
modern religious “symbolism,” is a 
contraction for good, and is a symbol 
for the reality of all the unifying and 
health-giving forces in the universe. 
He has personality in the sense that 
when we are guilty through contraven- 
tion of these forces we must go to 
a parent-image or father-substitute 
for forgiveness. He also seems to have 
personality because persons translate 
His will into human terms. 


CHRIST: “Christ” is a word sym- 
bol of Perfect Manhood. There is no 
genuine, metaphysical or real connec- 
tion between the “Christ” and the man 
called Jesus who lived in Nazareth. 


HOLY SPIRIT: The impingement 
of God-force on us personally; also, 
divine love-power, or divine gracious- 
ness. 


ATONEMENT: The cosmic audio- 
visual aid showing man’s rebellion 
against good and the power of love, 
plus the love of God at work in Jesus 
to overcome this rebellion. 


GRACE: Given the right conditions 
of love and acceptance by others, per- 
sons will throw off conflicts and will 
be restored by a divine force to their 
true essential “self’’; and health and 
happiness. 


CONVERSION: This is either the 
slow acceptance of religious condi- 
tioning, or the sudden reaction against 
neurotic and hopeless striving for per- 
fection, superiority or prestige. Most- 


ly means: “I’m going to try to do 
better.” 
SIN: Inability to cope with reality 


at its deepest core; refusal to comply 
with the forces of love and good. Of- 
ten simply want of conformity to, or 
transgression of, the latest pronounce- 


(The Liberal Definition) 


REV. ROBERT JAMES ST. CLAIR 


ment of a 
agency. 


Presbyterian board or 


RESURRECTION OF JESUS: The 
dynamic realization that the “Christ- 
idea” in Jesus is indestructible and 
hence eternal; thus, Christ was and 
is vindicated, and God was and is tri- 
umphant. 


THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD: The 
supremacy and eternality of cosmic 
creative forces as over against the 
conditions of time and mass. 


THE RETURN OF JESUS: Our as- 
surance that the powers of God which 
brought man through evolution will 
eventually establish universal love and 
justice provided man doesn’t manage 
to destroy himself first. 


THE WORD OF GOD: _ Those 
thoughts that come to us when we 
read those portions of the Bible which 
most meaningfully express our own 
understanding of the universe and the 
reality and power of God. 


REVELATION: The experience of 
discovering the stark truth about our 
own finiteness and about cosmic re- 
ality. 


THE NEW BIRTH: The realization 
that we are helpless to struggle against 
the very forces which created us, lead- 
ing to an accommodation to those 
forces in the interest of realizing our 
potential self-hood. 


FAITH: Personal appreciation of 
the truth about these cosmic forces as 
science brings them to our attention. 
Also a wish for symbols to be true in 
themselves. 


THE CROSS: One of many symbols 
which the faith of the Church created 
in order to capsule some truth about 
God, man or their interaction. Other 


such symbols are: the communion, the 
Bible as Truth itself, a Father in heav- 
en, and the Virgin Mary, mother of 
God, conceived without sin and bodily 
assumed into heaven. 


THE VIRGIN BIRTH: An expres- 
sion of the thought that from the be- 
ginning “the Christ” was fully in 
Jesus, and Jesus more than any other 
represents the best in man and the 
fulness of divine — spirit. 


HEAVEN: Much confused senti- 
ment on this point. Mostly the word 
stands for a fantasy-wish to continue 
life forever. 


HELL: That condition of the total 
personality in which all or part of 
the phsyche is not in the flow of the 
creative powers of God: despair gone 
to seed; total disillusionment. 


JUDGMENT: The daily moral and 
physical consequences of defying God’s 
powers and transgressing the laws in- 
herent in the universe. 


7 * * * * 


Against all these essentially existen- 
tial concepts, the Christian faith de- 
clares the reality and the objectiveness 
of God, sin and salvation; of Jesus 
Christ as the eternal Son; of the Holy 
Spirit as a Person; of Heaven and Hell 
as real, spiritual places; of the Second 
Coming and Judgment as certain in 
time. 


The Rev. Mr. St. Clair is pastor of 
the North Hill U. P. U. S. A. Church, 
Akron, Ohio. 





Honor the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first-fruits of all thine 
increase (Prov. 3:9). 
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_ EDITORIALS 


Greatest Miracle of All 


Today is the anniversary, as nearly as our calendar can 
count time, of the greatest miracle of all the miracles re- 
corded in Holy Writ. Some will say no to that. But if 
Jesus was very God, as well as very man, then we must 
say that His resurrection was inevitable. It had to be. ¢ 
For death could not possibly hold on to the Lord of Life. 
If Jesus, as Christians believe, sat with God Almighty when 
chaos fled and order took shape, it must be a part of His 
Divinity that He should have conquered death and the 
tomb. Resurrection was the normal trend of the higher 
nature of the Son of God. 


off from His potter’s wheel. That the Potter should dix 
for His clay is a stupendous miracle. 


But not yet have we faced the full and staggering sig- 
nificance of Golgotha. For it was not for saints that Jesus 
died on a thief’s cross 19 centuries ago. While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. That is the wonder of all 
wonders, the miracle of all miracles, the good news of all 
good news. It is indeed, as Paul said, the dynamite of 
God unto salvation. 


That dynamite hit Paul on Damascus Road and blasted 
out of him all bigotry, shattered all self-righteousness and 


But the real miracle of Passion Week is that Godlikeness made him a bondslave of Jesus. 


should have consented to die. Yet, if we state it so boldly, 
there is still a greater miracle, namely that Godlikeness 
consented to die the death of a felon. Not even yet have 
we compassed the full meaning of this miracle. For it be- 
comes a yet greater miracle in that Godlikeness consents 
to die a shameful death for love of creature man. 


To the unbeliever, of course, all this is foolishness. But 
around this very foolishness have rallied all the better- 
ment of human society, all the glory of humankind, all the 
hopes of human destiny. 


Dedicated orators have proclaimed the good news in 
the ears of multiplied millions of anxious men. Saints 
have lived the Gospel, and, living it, have ennobled all 
life. Martyrs have died for it, and, dying for it, have 
lighted such a flame as shall not go out until the Daystar 
shall rise in the New Jerusalem and the redeemed of the 
Lord shall join hands and voices at the foot of the Great 
White Throne in everlasting praise—Lynn Landrum in 
The Dallas News. 


Consider that for a moment. Whether you believe that 
God shaped man out of the dust of the earth or that man 
evolved out of primal ooze as inert matter strangely come 
alive and still more strangely coming up through the order 
of speculative zoology to the estate of man — Jesus the 
Son of the Creator God was Himself a part of the creating 
power. He had a hand in it. In a sense, we are all spun 














Danger in Mexico 


An issue of major proportions ap- 
pears to be shaping up in the Mexican 
work of the Presbyterian Church US. 


The story appearing on page 3 is an 
evidence of the rising spirit of nation- 
alism in the Mexican Church. Con- 
tributing an almost negligible amount 
in money and personnel to its own ex- 
tension, the Mexican Assembly, led by 
its executive officers, has nevertheless 
demanded control of the missionaries 
and exclusive jurisdiction in the ex- 
penditure of money from America for 
mission work. Relations between mis- 
sionaries and the Mexican Church have 
been strained as the missionaries have 
opposed — almost to a man — turn- 
ing over all foreign funds to the Na- 
tional Church — which has already in- 
dicated it has different ideas about 
how and where work should be done. 


(According to a prominent spokes- 
man, for instance, the Church would 
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rather see hospitals located in Mexico 
City for the use of prominent Presby- 
terian doctors rather than out in the 
country among the Indians.) 


When the National Church sensed 
that the Mission did not take kindly 
to its ambitions and that the Board 
of World Missions in Nashville ap- 
parently supported the viewpoint of 
the Mission, the Church (assisted by 
certain visitors from America who hap- 
pened to be present at a meeting of 
the Mexican Assembly and who actual- 
ly helped frame the resolution) passed 
a resolution asking the US Assembly 
to appoint representatives to deal di- 
rectly with the Mexican Church. 


This request came up before the 
US 1960 Assembly and was answered 
affirmatively. Dr. James Millard and 
Dr. William Elliott were appointed to 
represent the US Church in “negotia- 
tions” with the Mexican Church. 


/ MARCH 29. 


We do not know the details of the 
“negotiations” that transpired. But 
when we noticed the number of Mexi- 
can representatives involved; and 
when we noticed the personnel repre- 
senting the other churches present, we 
doubt that it would have made much 
difference how our representatives felt 
about it. 


We have a suggestion to make: the 
General Assembly can partially rectify 
the misunderstanding which has al- 
ready ensued respecting spheres of op- 
eration and responsibility by referring 
the solution of this matter back to the 
Board of World Missions where it prop- 
erly belongs. 


In our opinion it would be prefer- 
able to close the Mexican Mission as a 
mission than to approve the Plan re- 
ported on page 3. If the Mexican 
Church must be responsible for all of 
the work engaged within the territory, 
assigning workers and handling all of 
the finances, then there seems to be 
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no further reason to consider that the 
Presbyterian Church, US., has a mis- 
ion in Mexico. 


No doubt churches the world over 
would like to have assistance in the 
form of foreign aid for work they are 
doing themselves, whether in money or 
personnel. But we see little reason 
for the existence of a Board of World 
Missions whose primary responsibiilty 
would be to write checks for mailing 
to the treasurer of national Churches. 








Catholic Pressures 


The present pressure of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church to secure for 
itself special privileges in the area of 
federal aid to its own parochial schools 
is highly significant. 


That President Kennedy has, so far, 
resisted this pressure and _ brought 
down on himself the wrath of certain 
of the Catholic hierarchy, is a tri- 
bute to him. But the Roman Catholic 
Church always continues in its drive 
to dominate secular governments and 
right now in Washington there is un- 
relenting behind-the-scenes activity to 
gain advantage for that Church. 


At the moment Protestantism, and 
the freedoms inherent in Protestant- 
ism, prevail. The grave danger is that 
unthinking, or unknowing people be- 
come the unwitting dupes of a System 
which would introduce into America 
an entirely new concept of Church and 
State. 


There is abundant contemporary 
witness to what Romanism can and 
will do once she becomes dominant. 
The question is; Does contemporary 
Protestantism have the sense of his- 
tory and the awareness of. Protestant 
distinctives which will enable her to 
escape her present trend towards the 
very things from which she once pro- 
tested, and from which she revolted? 


Roman Catholic pressures will con- 


tinue. Will they be matched by 
equally effective Protestant resistance? 
—L. N. B. 





I have often regretted my speech; 
my silence, never.—Seneca. 






Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


I SAY IT NOW 


In one sense this is a “last will and 
testament.” In another it is a letter 
to old friends, acquaintances, and to 
thousands of others it shall never be 
my privilege to meet. 


This is written in an effort to make 
up for the multiplied times I should 
have spoken a good word for my 
Lord and failed to do so. 


It is written because of an impelling 
desire to share with others some of 
the blessings which God in His good- 
ness has poured out on me through 
eternity. 


“But what is the hurry?” you ask. 
The hurry is that this is the most im- 
portant thing I can ever say to you. 


Because, in my frequent contacts 
with you where banter, trivialities, or 
idle chatter have been the usual thing, 
I have failed to mention the most im- 
portant subject in all the world. 


Although I may never have shown it 
as I should, I love you as a friend of 
long standing, or as a casual acquaint- 
ance, or as one of millions I have never 
met but for whom I have a genuine 
concern. 


Where personal friends are con- 
cerned, so often I have hidden the 
Christ who means everything behind 
my own facade of pride, selfishness, 
and trying to “sell”? myself instead of 
the One who is my Saviour. 


And because I have done this, you 
have seen a sinner (saved by grace 
yes, but nonetheless a sinner) who 
should have led you to see Him, the 
sinless One. 





I say this now because you may at 
times have imagined you saw in me 
some measure of “goodness” when as 
a matter of fact that goodness was 
in God’s sight, nothing but “filthy 
rags.” Anything which is truly good 
and right is the radiant goodness of 
my Lord which He gives to His own 
and for which all the glory and honor 
are His own. 


The prophet Isaiah speaks of the 
veneer of “goodness” in these words: 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MARCH 29, 1961 


“But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags” (Isa. 64:6). 


I am writing to you because in my 
own heart I know there have been 
times when I have tried to steal God’s 
glory and in so doing have denied and 
dishonored Him. Our Lord has warned 
us about this: “Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 


In our contacts we have seen each 
other, but I want you to see God as 
revealed in His Son. How fatal it is if 
we fail to appreciate this fact — “I 
am the Lord, and there is no other, be- 
sides Me there is no God.” And how 
important it is to realize that through 
Christ, His Son, we are reconciled to 
God! 


I write this now because sooner or 
later I will die and then it will be too 
late for me to bring these things to 
your attention. Others may do so but 
I will have failed in my duty and privi- 
ledge of witnessing for my Lord. 


I also write this because for me there 
is no fear of death. I know that 
through the love, mercy, and grace of 
Christ who died for my sins, cleansing 
me by His life’s blood, and rising again 
from the dead for my justification, I 
am thereby saved to live with Him for 
all eternity. 


The Bible is full of words of prom- 
ise and assurance, none more familiar 
than the words of John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” I know I am 
included in the “whosoever,” that I 
believe in Him and that as a result I 
have eternal life — all because of 
God’s wonderful love, so undeserved 
but so very real. 


And I write this because I want you 
to have this same hope, peace, and 
assurance in your heart, and you may 
have these through a simple act of 


(Cont. on p. 21, col. 1) 















the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 


generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 
and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
omer ag 9 Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, "Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

Ww. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, 8s. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson a 
Whitmire, S. 

Jack Gitiieea, "Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Cc. 


Brevard, N. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky 
W. C. Py Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a > Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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Continuing the report of business before the 
101st General Assembly of the Presbyterian 


Church, U. S., at Dallas, April 27 - May 2. 


Il. Board Reports 


H. World Missions 


The Board of World Missions: 


—Calls attention to the action of the 
first Assembly in 1861, putting World 
Missions at the forefront of the 
Church’s life and interest, the “great 
end of her organization.” 


—Described the continuing challenge 
of missions in these words: “It is in- 
conceivable that the coming into being 
of a relatively small body of believers 
in any country should suddenly put an 
end to the continuing responsibility of 
carrying the Gospel to the unreached 
millions of the world, a task complete- 
ly beyond the resources of the strug- 
gling Churches which bravely confront 
the unbelieving world ... In no field 
where we are at work does the Prot- 
estant community number as much as 
5% of the population. Every na- 
tional Church with which we are as- 
sociated is asking for more men and 
money .. .” 

—Reveals that whereas 39 mission- 
aries were added to the roll in 1960, 
some 47 were lost to the work for a 
net loss of 8 missionaries. 


—Reports a total income of $4,516,- 
578, which represented an increase of 
8% above receipts for 1959 allowing 
disbursements to urgent special needs 
in the amount of $278,059. This, how- 
ever, represented only some 25% of 
what the missions had listed for im- 
mediate capital necessities. 


—In its field reports, indicated that 
the area of greatest difficulty — of 
course — is the Congo. The field 
showing the greatest promise at the 
moment is Brazil. Says the Board: 
“All of our present resources could 
be poured into this one field and still 
lack the volume that is needed.” Speak- 
ing of the tragic Korean division the 
Board flatly states to the General As- 
sembly: 


In general, the Mission’s efforts of 
reconciliation brought down storms of 
criticism from the extremists who were 
supported financially by the Carl Mc- 





All this came 
to a climax at the annual meeting of 
the Mission in Chunju in June when 
students of the dissident groups staged 
a “demonstration” demanding that the 
Mission withdraw its support from the 
ecumenical movement. The leaders of 
the student group, while staying off 
the scene themselves, stirred the stu- 
dents up to the point where they 


Intire group in America. 


stormed a missionary residence and at- 
tacked some of the missionaries with 
clubs and bricks. When it appeared 
the students would succeed in break- 
ing into the house, the police finally 
stepped in and arrested six of the stu- 
dents. The dissident group conse- 
quently tried to shift all the blame to 
the Mission, claiming the missionaries 
attacked the students. This theme was 
taken up and embroidered by the 
American group that has financed the 
Sungdong denomination. Such total 
falsehoods were added as that the stu- 
dents were held without trial, the mis- 
sionaries brought charges against them, 
etc. 


—The Department of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid reports that in 
1960 a total of $286,000 was admin- 
istered for various projects. An addi- 
tional $3,553 was received for Japan 
typhoon relief and $3,429 for Chile 
earthquake relief. The total value of 
these funds translated into clothing 
and food was in excess of $2 million. 


—The General Assembly is asked to 
confirm the election of Dr. T. Watson 
Street (Journal, Dec. 14) as successor 
to Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive sec- 
retary, retiring. 


Note: A report of matters pertaining 
to the Mexican mission to come before 
the Assembly appears on p. 3 and p. 
12 of this issue of the JOURNAL. We 
first called the attention of our read- 
ers to these matters in the April 6, 
1960 issue, urging that Assembly not 
to appoint the commission to “negoti- 
ate” with the Mexican Church. From 
all that we can discover the situation 
has now become intolerable, although 
ecumenically - minded persons commit- 
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ed to the surrender, if necessary, of 
the Presbyterian witness in favor of 
a one-world Church will hail this agree- 
ment (as a first, significant step). 





Il. Christian Education 


The Board of Christian Education: 


—Takes note of the fact that the Cen- 
tennial of the Church is also the Cen- 
tennial of the Church’s program of 
“publishing and circulating religious 
books and literature.” 


—Includes a helpful history of the 
Board and its operations, beginning 
with the work of the first Chairman 
of the Executive Committee, Dr. Moses 
Drury Hoge and continuing to that of 
Dr. Marshall C. Dendy who began his 
services in 1953. 


—Describes in some detail the develop- 
ment and progress of the Curriculum 
Improvement Program, to implement 
which funds are being sought from the 
General Assembly. Estimate of the 
total cost of the Curriculum program 
is $1,359,000 in capital funds. The 
schedule of the program calls for spe- 
cialized study groups in 1962, general 
study by adult groups in 1963 — look- 
ing toward the reception and use of the 
new literature in October, 1964. Back- 
bone of the new literature will be a 
complete, graded series of study books 
for permanent (rather than quarterly) 
use. 


—Points out the urgent need for more 
operating funds: “The Board cannot 
continue to supply the services it new 
offers the Church unless it receives a 
more liberal offering from the Assem- 
bly.” 





J. Committee on the 
Minister and 


His Work 


A resolution calling on the 1960 
Assembly to “stand significantly be- 


hind those ministers who find them- 


selves in difficulty for . . . speaking 
the mind of the Church in love... .” 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Minister and his Work. The Commit- 
tee replies: 


—That it realizes “in these days of 
social change and crisis in America, 
difficulties will continue to occur... 
Further we believe that the mind of 
the Assembly should be presented and 
that this should be done with love, 
wisdom and due regard for ... the 
particular situation .. .” 


“Our first significant finding is that 
less than 7% of our ministers in ac- 
tive service are known at this time to 
feel that they are available for a call 
to another field of service for any 
reason .. Actually only two new 
cases have been called to our atten- 
tion since the General Assembly took 
action asking that this study be made. 


“.. Wwe report that the Church has, 
through the Presbytery’s Commission 
or through the Presbytery itself, sup- 
ported men who found themselves in 
difficulties in this matter.” 


—A new manual is being submitted 
to the Assembly, conforming to the 
changed provisions in the new Book 
of Church Order. 


—The Committee encourages the for- 
mation of a committee on minister’s 
salaries in every presbytery. (Note— 
In the fashion which the Journal has 
noted to be typical of all boards and 
agencies, the Committee suggests that 
presbyteries may get guidance material 
in this field from the National Council 
of Churches.) 





K. TRAV 


The Permanent Committee on Tele- 
vision, Radio and Audio-Visuals re- 
ports an expanded program, including 
the exploration of the possibility of 
local and regional organizations. The 
Synod of North Carolina has estab- 


lished a pilot program of a regional 
nature, employing a full-time director 
of TV and Radio. 


The Committee asks that the election 
of Bluford Hestir to be executive 
secretary of TRAV be ratified. 





L. Office of the 
General Assembly 


This report is largely that of the 
Stated Clerk, Dr. James A. Millard, 
Jr. The report indicates a wide and 
fruitful service to the Church, gen- 
erally enlarging in scope. 


(Note — The function of the Stated 
Clerk has traditionally been viewed 
somewhat differently in the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., and the United 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. In the 
U. S. Church the Stated Clerk is not 
(repeat, NOT) the executive officer 
of the Assembly. He is what his title 
suggests: clerk and parliamentarian. 
Where he serves on Committees it is 
EX-OFFICIO. However, a trend is 
noticeable in this report to the Assem- 
bly, whereby the Stated Clerk, through 
no fault of his own, is being assigned 
increased duties of an “executive” na- 
ture. His assignment to negotiate with 
the Mexican Church is a case in point. 
Now he has been made “executive sec- 
retary” of the Committee on Inter- 
Churck Relations, respecting relations 
between this denomination and other 
We think it should be 
said before it happens: We don’t 
think the U. S. Church wants a Eugene 
Carson Blake.) 


denominations. 





M. Stillman College 


The Assembly’s Negro college re- 
ports: 


—A “saturation” student body of 512 
with over 100 denied admission to the 
freshman class this year. 


—That the needs of foreign students 





Principal Commissioners,Dallas Assembly 


present to Stillman “one of its great- 
est opportunities for expanding its 
services . .. If the funds were avail- 
able Stillman College could have a 
dozen or more African students of 
high quality. Scarcely a week passes 
without letters pleading to be given 
the chance of an education.” 


(Note — In the recommendations the 
Board of Stillman calls attention to 
the urgent need for additional endow- 
ment funds. We have a feeling that 
the Assembly will issue a special ap- 
peal to meet the once-in-a-lifetime op- 
portunity to make possible an educa- 
tion for African students, without 
which tragedies such as that in the 
Congo occur.) 





N. Mountain Retreat 
Association 


The Board of Montreat urges the 
Assembly to make provision for a reg- 
ular meeting of the Assembly at Mon- 
treat (perhaps at least once every 
three years). It argues that Montreat 
is located in the Church’s population 
center; that Montreat can entertain 
the Assembly much more cheaply than 
a congregation which must house com- 
missioners in hotels; that the enter- 
tainment facilities are such that the 
effect is less tiring on the commis- 
sioners, resulting in better fellowship 
and a better atmosphere for the delib- 
erations. 


The Board also urges the Assem- 
bly to reiterate that it recognizes 
Montreat as the Conference Center of 
the Assembly, and to encourage the 
Boards and Agencies to use the fa- 
cilities for conference, retreats, coun- 
cils and committees. It is noted that 
from September 1, 1960, to February 
4, 1961, twenty-one groups, varying 
in size from 20 to 200 have been en- 
tertained in the Inn for mectings. 


The Board announces with pride 
that Montreat-Anderson College has 
(Cont. on p. 24, col. 3) 





Elders: 
SYNOD OF FLORIDA _ Suwannee 
The Everglades Ministers: 
Ministers: Dale H. Ratliff, J. Russell Young, Ray W. Davies, 5 
N. J. Warren. Elders: 
Elders: Loring Cook, James L. Dailey, Phillip A. Thomas, 
L. B. Sommers. Westminster 
Florida Ministers: 
Ministers: Richard G. Watson, M. A. DuRant, R. Davis Thomas. 
Elders: J. A. Vaughn, Fred S. McGehee, George W. Gore. 
St. Johns Elders: 
Ministers: Howard D. Gress, Hugh C. Hamilton, Luther L. 


Price, Edward R. Rowley, Jr. 





Robert M. Watson, Merle J. Watt, Hugh L. Nichols. 


Fred P. Turner, U. S. Gordon, C. Charles Benz, Jr. 
Joseph W. Conyers. 

Norman Protsman, R. B. Donaldson, Zeph Bashaw, 
John E. Pierson. 


Sidney N. Harris, Walter B. Passiglia, B. L. Bowman, 
Lawrence G. Sthreshley, Jr., Stewart H. Long, C. 
Logan Landrum, William S. Porter. 

J. Carl Mangus, Lewis H. Hill, Jr., Frank R. Edwards, 
Russell S. Bogue, Sr., Frank Short, George R. Camp- 


bell, John Kenney. 
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I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


During the April-June quarter the lessons will be about “Biblical 
Each lesson will be based on 
scattered portions of Scripture bearing on the theme under discus- 
Each lesson will afford many suggestions for the practical 
application of those principles of conduct taught or encouraged 
This is to say we 


Wisdom and Ethical Problems.” 
sion. 


by the Biblical passages under investigation. 


By THE REV. WICK BROOMALL, TH.M. 





Lesson for April 9, 1961 
THE SOURCE OF TRUE WISDOM 


Bible Material: Job 28:12-28; Proverbs 
1:1-7; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; James 1: 


are now entering upon a course of study that should open up wide 1-8 


avenues for the practical application of our Christian faith in the 
The first 
lesson in this new series, our lesson for today, is on “The Source 
of True Wisdom.” Four portions of Scripture are presented to us 


daily duties that confront us in this present world. 


for our study and application. 


Il. “THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM”—Proverbs 
1:1-7. 


1. The authorship (1:1). The Book of Proverbs 
is plainly ascribed to Solomon. There is no adequate 
reason for rejecting his authorship. Other portions 
of Scripture (I Kings 4:32; Eccl. 12:9) bear witness 
to the fact that Solomon was widely known to be the 
author of numerous proverbs. 


2. The Wise Man’s purpose (1:2-6). It is cus- 
tomary for a writer to state his purpose in writing 
either in a preface or in the first chapter of his book. 
Solomon dees this very thing in the verses we are now 
considering. fhere are at least five purposes stated 
here: 


a. “To know wisdom and instruction” (1:2). We 
should remember that the verb “know” means more 
than what is conveyed by bare information. “To know” 
means really “to get acquainted with” in a personal 
and intimate way (see Gen. 3:22; 4:1). The Bible 
is never interested in a man’s becoming learned just 
for the sake of learning alone. True knowledge (and 
especially saving knowledge) is the knowledge that is 
centered in God and in our proper relationship with 


God (cf. John 17:3). 


The word which is translated “wisdom” appears 38 
times in the Book of Proverbs. Let us glance at a 
few of the passages that mention this subject. (1) Wis- 
dom begins in the fear of God (1:7; 9:10; 15:33). (2) 
The Lord gives wisdom (2:6). (3) Men are encouraged 
to get wisdom (4:5,7; 23:22,23); in fact, wisdom is 
far better than material things (16:16). (4) The 
man who finds wisdom is happy (3:13); fools despise 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 


Maxton North Caroliza 
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Devotional Reading: Psalm 90:1-12 


Memory Selection: James 1:5 





it (1:7). (5) True wisdom is found in Jesus Christ; 
He is the wisdom of God (8:12,22,35,36; Col. 2:3). 


The word translated “instruction” is found 30 times 
in Proverbs. It is also the meaning of “chastening”’ 
and is so translated (3:11; 13:24) and “correction” (7: 
22; 15:10; 22:15; 23:13). Thus this word conveys 
the idea that sometimes instruction is a painful pro- 
cess. The older generation will remember that the 
Three R’s were once taught to the tune of a hickory 
stick. 


b. “To perceive (discern) the words of understand- 
ing.” 

(1:2). The word “perceive” (King James) is better 
translated as “discern” (American Version). The 
meaning of the original word is well illustrated in the 
passage (I Kings 3:9) where Solomon prays that God 
will give him “an understanding heart to judge Thy 
people that I may discern between good and evil.” 
Pharaoh described Joseph as a “discreet and wise man” 
(Ex. 41:39) because he was able to discern and in- 
terpret the meaning of his dreams. We also need 
spiritual enlightment to discern the meaning of God’s 
Word (see I Cor. 2:12-16; Eph. 1:17,18; Heb. 4:12). 


c. “To receive the instruction of wisdom” (1:3). 
It is possible for a person to “know” and even “discern” 
and yet not be willing to “receive.” The Jews, for 
example, refused to “receive” Christ as their Messiah 
(John 1:11), although they could have easily “known” 
(from their Scriptures) and “discerned” (from what 
they saw of His life) that Jesus Christ was their prom- 
ised Messiah. 


We are to receive four things — “wisdom” ( a dif- 
ferent word from the one used in verse 2); “justice”; 
“judgment”; and “equity.” The word translated 
“equity” is elsewhere translated “right things” (8:6; 23: 
16) and “things that are equal” (Ps. 17:2). It is a 
word that sounds quite modern, as witnessed by the 
demands of certain groups today for their “rights.” 
But as the word is used here it can hardly mean agita- 
tion in the modern, radical sense. 





d. “To give subtility (prudence) to the simple” 


(1:3). The word “subtility” (King James) probably 
means “prudence” (American Version), although in 
some places it designates “craftiness” (Ex. 21:14; Joshua 
9:4). Christians should be as “wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16). The word “simple” 
is often used in Proverbs to designate a person who is 
willfully obstinate (1:32; 9:4; 14:15,18), although in 
the Psalms (19:7; 116:6; 119:130) it has a much kinder 
meaning. 


Surely every “young man” is in need of “knowledge 
and discretion.” Knowledge is of very little value unless 
it is used wisely and in the interest of godliness. See 
also 2:11; 3:21; 5:2. 


Verse 5, though seemingly breaking the connection, 
comes in properly to explain more specifically what 
a “wise man” is. Such a man is willing to “hear” and 
thereby “increase in learning” (cf. 9:9; 16:23). 


e. “To understand a proverb” (1:6). The four 
things listed here probably represent four types of 
spiritual truth contained in this book; or, also, they 
may indicate four degrees of spiritual insight. The 
final end of all our study of Scripture is that we might 
understand. Philip’s question, “Understandest thou 
what thou readest?” (Acts 8:30) is still the most im- 
portant question of Bible study. 


3. Truest and best wisdom (1:7). True wisdom 
never begins until and unless we fear the Lord. That 
man who does not fear the Lord, even though he may 
be weighted down with many academic honors, is still 
an unwise man. The truest and best wisdom is to 
know our Creator and Redeemer. And let us remem- 
ber that the word “fear” often means to “trust.” Since 
the word “Lord” (Jehovah) is used here, we may be 
allowed to conclude that true wisdom is found only in 
those who put their trust in Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour. 


Ill. “WHERE SHALL WISDOM BE FOUND?’— 
Job 28:12-28. 


This passage of Scripture would merit a place in 
any collection of the finest in literature. Nothing can 
approach it in secular literature. Let us note five 
ways in which the thought is developed. 


1. By question and answer (28:12,20). 
question is propounded: “Where shall wisdom 
be found?” The verses that follow each of these 
questions answer the question. 


Twice the 


2. By personification. This is a very vivid way of 
presenting the truth. The deep and the sea say: 
“Tt is not in me” (28:14). Destruction and death 
(28:22) are also represented as persons. 


3. By contrast. Look at verses 15 to 19. The most 
precious jewels of earth cannot “equal” wisdom 
or be “exchanged” for it. Wisdom is priced 
“above rubies.” 


4. By illustration. Man and nature, life and death, 
earth and heaven are all called upon to illustrate 


the fact that wisdom is not found in anything 
less than God. 


Sr 


By progression and climax. One can sense 


throughout this passage the impelling conviction 
of the author that drives irresistibly to the climax 
in verse 28. Here is where all true philosophy 
and all true science must find their center. True 
wisdom is (1) to fear (trust) the Lord and (2) 
to depart from evil. 


IV. “ALL HATH BEEN HEARD’ —Ecclesiastes 12: 
13-14 (American Version) . 


The Book of Ecclesiastes has been severely criticized 
for being utterly pessimistic in its outlook on life. In 
order to understand this book one must realize that 
Solomon was looking at life “under the sun,” or from 
the human standpoint. From that standpoint life is 
indeed pessimistic. But we are thankful that we can 
look at life “under the Son,” or as it is in Christ. But 
even Solomon, at the end, offers the basic truth: “Fear 
God, and keep His commandments.” This “fear” is 
equivalent to our “trust.” Solomon is not here teaching 
salvation by works; he is simply saying that if we 
truly trust God, we will also obey Him. It is the 
Old Testament counterpart of Christ’s words: “If ye 
love me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). 


V. “IF ANY OF YOU LACK WISDOM” — James 
1:1-8. 


In this section we have the New Testament teaching 
concerning wisdom. 


1. Our lack and God’s sufficiency. If we lack wis- 
dom, let us ask God to supply our lack. We face de- 
cisions of one kind or another every day. Some of them 
are very important; some are minor. How often we 
must confess our inability to make the right decisions. 
Yet God is able to supply guidance: ask! 


2. Faith and doubt. For our prayer to be answered 


there is one condition that must be met: ask “in faith, 
nothing doubting” (American Version). We must 
come to God in absolute faith that He will supply an 
answer to every problem we face. 


3. Single-mindedness and double-mindedness. Many 
Christians are always debating the decisions that they 
have already made in faith; they are never sure that 
their decisions are right; there is always a lingering 
doubt in their minds. It thus becomes quite impossible 
for them to put their mind to their work with as- 
surance. They are inefficient and unfruitful because, 
like the ever-changing sea, they are always wavering 
back and forth. 


VI. Conclusion. 


There is only one conclusion that stands out in 
this lesson: the source of true wisdom is found only in 
God and in God’s revelation to us in His infallible 
Word. The man who rejects or ignores this pure 
foundation of wisdom is not wise — no matter what 
his attainments may be in the world of learning. The 
man who is ignorant in letters can be far wiser than the 
most learned man if the ignorant man truly knows 
God and His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. So the con- 
clusion is: put your faith in Jesus Christ and then you 
will be truly wise! 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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FOR APRIL 9, 1961 


YOUTH WORK 








By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 








The Home Mission Challenge to the Chureh 


ly for rural churches. 
of the rural church are being met by regrouping and 


Scripture—Acts 1:1-11 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 
“Rise Up, O Men of God” 


ALTERNATE PLAN: (Invite Presbytery’s ex- 
ecutive secretary or church extension superintendent to 
speak to your young people about local home mission 
opportunities and challenges. If he cannot come, and 
you still want a speaker, ask him to suggest someone.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: We 
are living in a day when the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
has many new and challenging opportunities. It is a 
splendid thing to have opportunities, but it is tragic 
to have them and then fail to meet them. In this pro- 
gram we shall discover what some of our opportunities 
are and consider ways of meeting the challenge. 


FIRST SPEAKER: Our Church has a fine oppor- 
tunity to do some outstanding work in rural areas. 
For several years there has been a steady shift of popula- 
tion from the country to the cities, but many sections 
of the U. S. are still largely rural. About half of our 
Presbyterian churches are located either in rural vil- 
lages or in the open country. Our town and country 
churches have both great problems and great possibilli- 
ties. 


One of the problems is that many of the churches 
are very small and today are growing smaller all the 
time, due to the movement of people from the country 
to the city. Now we are not saying that God cannot 
be served in a small church, but smallness can make 
certain problems. Many very small churches have 
financial problems. There is not enough money for 
even the basic needs of a church: pastor’s salary, heat, 
lights, literature, and minimum maintenance. Too, a 
small church often has leadership problems. It is hard 
to find enough qualified people to serve as officers and 
leaders. Sometimes it is hard to organize the Sunday 
School into proper age groups. And it is very hard 
to have interesting youth programs when there are 
only two or three young people. 


In many places throughout our Church these prob- 
lems are being met. The larger churches encourage 
the rural congregations by expressing appreciation for 
their contributions of members and leadership to the 
whole Church. The program and work of the rural 
church is subsidized financially through the gifts of 
larger churches. Our denomination’s Department of 
Town and Country Church has sought to work out 
and implement a revitalized program planned especial- 
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Finally, some of the problems 


by means of the “larger parish” plan. In this plan 
a number of smaller churches will agree to share leader- 
ship and equipment and to do some of their work and 
worship as a group. There is new life in many of the 
country churches, but the work must be extended to all. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Many of our older city church- 
es have problems which are quite similar to those of 
the rural churches. There is a general movement of 
people from the center of the cities to suburban areas. 
This means that many of the city churches are living 
in the midst of drastic change. In some cases the 
church finds itself being surrounded by business and 
industry. In other cases the church is still surround- 
ed by a residential area, but the character of the area 
has changed decidedly. Former fine homes are now 
divided into low-rent apartments. A community com- 
posed largely of elderly, wealthy and sophisticated peo- 
ple can change in a very short time to one in which 
most of the people are young, economically limited, 
and relatively uneducated. What can be done to meet 
the problems and challenges which result from such a 
situation? 


Some downtown churches move out into the sub- 
urbs where their former members live. When the 
members move, the church goes with them. In situa- 
tions where there is no longer a residential area around 
the church, relocation is perhaps the best solution. 
Other city churches have recognized new opportunities 
in drastically changing situations and have stayed right 
where they were in order to continue their ministry 
with a changed program. It would be a sad day should 
all the churches leave the centers of our cities. 


THIRD SPEAKER: A challenge of quite another 
kind faces the Church in our rapidly growing suburban 
areas. So far as the Church is concerned, the growth 
is almost too rapid. Large communities sometimes 
grow up in a matter of a few months. Trained church 
leadership is often lacking in these new communities. 
Many of the people are young and are loaded down 
with family and financial responsibilities. It is diffi- 
cult in a short time to organize a church on a solid 
spiritual foundation with trained spiritual leaders. How 
can the suburban challenge be met? 


In taking the Church to new suburban communities 
the leaders in presbytery need to use as much foresight 
as those builders who develop the community. Plans 
should be made for a church almost as soon as plans are 
made for the development. Strong, established churches 
must contribute generously so that adequate, attractive 
church buildings can go up along with the new houses. 
Experienced, dedicated ministers should be found at 


the earliest possible time. ‘The greatest need, perhaps, 
is for trained leaders — men and women — who will 
be willing, at least for a while, to leave their own 
churches in order to share their experience and skill 
with the new church until it is well established. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: The greatest challenge to 
the Church is the challenge to make a difference in the 
community. Too often a church is accused of being 
“just another club” to which the people feel they must 
belong in order to be accepted by their fellows. It 
is said that Christians are no different from those who 
are not. Even if these charges are too harsh, we must 
admit there is some justification for them. What can 
be done? 


It may well be that the church is too interested in 
being attractive and entertaining. We want people to 








come to our church, but the main purpose of the 
church is to worship God and to preach and teach His 
truth, not to entertain the members. If the church 
is to make a real difference in the lives of its people 
and in the community, we must put a greater emphasis 
on teaching and preaching strong doctrine, we must 
be more loyal to the morality of the Bible, and we must 
be really concerned to offer the Gospel of salvation 
from sin. Unless our churches have this kind of spirit- 
ual character, there is no point in building and main- 
taining them. 


Closing Prayer. 
Programs to Come: April 16—‘Representing Christ 


at School”; April 23—‘‘What Shall I Do with the Sum- 
mer?”’; April 30—“The General Assembly.” 











SPECIAL SERVICES NOTE 
FOUNDING OF LECTURESHIP 


RICHMOND, Va. — A special com- 
memorative service was held at Union 
Seminary here honoring the founding 
of the James Sprunt lecture series in 


SHE CHURCH AT HOMIE! 





Alfred G. Taylor, pastor of the First are: James T. Anderson, Alexandria, 
Presbyterian church, Charlottesville, Va., mathematics; Charles L. Corn- 
Va., vice-president; 
Priestly W. Conyers, III, of Richmond, ford M. Epes, Jr., Lynchburg, Va., 
Va., was elected to serve a second 
term as secretary-treasurer. 


and the Rev. well, Lattimore, N. C., English; Hans- 
German; Elwood F. Hartman, Jr., 
Greensboro, N. C., French; Peter John 
Kellogg, Jr., Winston-Salem, N. C., 





1911 by the late Dr. James Sprunt of 
Wilmington, N. C. Dr. B. Frank Hall, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian 
church, Wilmington, N. C., and Dr. 
James Sprunt, pastor of the Bethel 
Presbyterian church, Staunton, Va., 
both members of the late Dr. Sprunt’s 
family participated in this service, and 
the President of the Seminary, Dr. 
James A. Jones, delivered a history of 
the Sprunt Lectures. ante 


weeks ago. 


The Sprunt Lecture Series annually 
features a week of lectures delivered 
by outstanding theologians and schol- 
ars in this country and abroad. This 
year’s Sprunt Lecturer is Dr. Leonard 


sages. 





FAMILIES DELAYED 


NASHVILLE, Tenn — Apparent 
calm has returned to Presbyterian 
mission areas of the Congo since 
the uprisings reported there two 
Families scheduled to nel 
return to the field have been de- 
layed on advice of the mission, how- 
Direct communications be- 
tween the Board of World Missions 
and personnel in the Kasai region 
have been difficult, but missionaries 
in Leopoldville have relayed mes- 


history; Henry C. McFadyen, Jr., 
Lynchburg, Va., German; David N. 
MacKinnon, Greenville, Ala., Spanish; 
Spiro J. Macris, Wilmington, N. C., 
English; and Henry G. Shue, Staunton, 
Va., psychology. 


THREE P. C. ALUMNI NAMED 
FOR HONORARY DEGREES 


CLINTON, S. C. — Three Presby- 
terian College alumni will be awarded 
honorary degrees at PC’s 80th com- 
mencement exercises June 4. They 
are: the Rev. Hubert G. Wardlaw, pas- 
tor of Atlanta’s Rock Spring church; 








J. Trinterud, professor of Church His- 


the Rev. John D. Henderson, pastor 





tory, McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, with Dr. Stanley R. Hopper, 
Dean of the Graduate School and pro- 
fessor of Christian Philosophy and Let- 
ters, Drew University, Madison, N. J., 
and Dr. Charles L. Taylor, executive 
director of the American Association 
of Theological Schools, Dayton, Ohio, 
serving as auxiliary lecturers. 


Also a feature of Sprunt Lectures 
Week is the annual luncheon meeting 
and election of officers of the Union 
Seminary Alumni Association. This 
year some 225 alumni, in addition to 
the members of the senior class at the 
Seminary, gathered to elect the fol- 
lowing officers: Dr. John McKinnon, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian church, 
Knoxville, Tenn., president; the Rev. 


GET WILSON FELLOWSHIPS 


DAVIDSON, N. C. Eight David- 
son College seniors and one Davidson 
College graduate are among the win- 
ners of the Woodrow Wilson National 
Fellowships for 1961-62, it has been 
announced by the Woodrow Wilson 
National Fellowship Foundation. 


For this number, Davidson College 
ranks third in the top six colleges and 
universities in its five-state region. In 
addition to the 9 winners, 3 Davidson 
College seniors have won honorable 
mention and special reports about 
them have been sent to all university 
deans of graduate schools. 


The Davidson College winning repre- 
sentatives, with their fields of study 


of the Riviera church of South Miami, 
Fla.; and Major Gen. Ansel B. God- 
frey of Clinton, commander of the 51st 
Infantry Division (South Carolina and 
Florida) of the Army National Guard. 


Godfrey will receive the honorary 
doctor of laws degree; the ministers 
will receive doctor of divinity degrees. 
Dr. Marshall W. Brown, college presi- 
dent, said the recipients were selected 
by the board of trustees from among 
a large group of nominees. 


At the same meeting the trustees 
re-elected Robert M. Vance of Clinton 
to his fifth term as chairman of the 
board. Also re-elected were George 
Hoyt of Atlanta, vice-chairman, and 
J. Ferdinand Jacobs, Sr., 
secretary. 
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REVIVAL REPORTED 


CHARLOTTE COURT HOUSE, Va. 
—The Rev. William E. Hill, Jr., con- 
ducted a revival at the Village church 
here, speaking twice daily and appear- 
ing in area schools and on radio. Var- 
ious churches in the area participated. 
Host pastor was the Rev. F. Marion 
Dick, who will retire in April to make 
his home in Brookneal, Va. Mr. Dick 
is scheduled to conduct a meeting in 





the McCutchen Memorial church, 
Union, S. C., May 7-14. 
LAYMAN—from p. 13 
faith — accepting what Christ has 


done for you. 


God’s way of salvation is so vital 
to know. For all men — yes, you too 
— are sinners in the sight of God, sin- 
ners by birth, by choice, and by prac- 
tice. The fact that “all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23) is just as inclusive and 
real as is God’s offer of forgiveness 
and salvation to all who will believe. 


Again, whether you or I like the idea 
or not, the consequences of sin are 
death — eternal death with separation 
from God — because God is holiness 
personified and it is impossible for 
anything sinful to come into His pres- 
ence. “The wages of sin is death,” 
and these wages are always paid. 


But there is a glorious alternative 
to death, and this is eternal life. The 
same Bible verse which tells us that 
the wages of sin is death goes on to 
say, “but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6:23). 


This alternative, eternal life instead 
of eternal death is based upon the love 
of God. He knows our sinfulness and 
its consequences, and He did something 
about it (John 3:16). 


Fortunately for us, God has not 
told us to do something to save our- 
selves; He has told us to believe what 
He has done for us. “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved 
us,” and, “by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God,” remind 
us that salvation is not a matter of 
human merit but of humble believing. 


The Apostle Paul and his companion 
were asked by the frightened Philip- 
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Children’s Bille Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 
3. Joseph is Made a Ruler 


DO YOU KNOW why Joseph was made a ruler? 


LOOK UP in your Bible: Genesis 41 : 38-40. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about why Joseph became 


a ruler? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ is our Ruler. 
obey Him. Philippians 2:9-11. 


¢$ €£$ ££ hk 


PHARAOH HAS A DREAM 
Genesis 4]1:1-7. (Draw a line between the two parts of each 
sentence which belong together.) 
Pharoah dreamed he ate up seven fat cows. 
Seven fat kine (cows) devoured seven good ears. 
Seven thin cows stood by a river. 
One stalk of corn fed in a meadow. 
Seven poor ears had seven good ears. 


JOSEPH INTERPRETS THE DREAM AND IS MADE 
A RULER 


Genesis 41:16, 29-31, 43. (In the space provided write the 
number of the verse which tells the fact.) 
God told Joseph what the dream meant. 
There will be seven years of plenty in Egypt. 
There will be seven years of famine (no food). 
Joseph was made ruler over all the land of Egypt. 


JOSEPH’S BROTHERS COME TO EGYPT 

Genesis 42:3, 6-8. (Cross out the wrong words.) 

The brothers of Joseph came to buy CORN FRUIT in Egypt 
They SHOOK HANDS BOWED TO Joseph. Joseph 
KNEW DID NOT KNOW J the brothers. They KNEW 
DID NOT KNOW Joseph. 


JOSEPH MEETS BENJAMIN 
Genesis 42:20, 26, 29; 43:11-18. (Write the correct chapter 
and verse in front of the sentence which tells the fact.) 
Joseph demanded that Benjamin be brought to Egypt. 
The brothers returned home. 
Jacob told the brothers to take Benjamin back 
with them. 
The brothers were afraid of Joseph. 
Joseph knew Benjamin. 


* # © & & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? What was Paul's occupation? 
Acts. 18:3. 


We should 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 








THEY WANT THE JOURNAL! 


How many members of your congregation are looking for a good 
church paper? The best way to find out is to give them an oppor- 


tunity to subscribe. 


The General Assembly, recognizing the contribution of the inde- 
pendent church papers, has designated April 16-23 as Church 
Paper Week. Many people can be introduced to the Journal during 


this time. 


It's a proven fact that a large proportion of subscribers first order 


the Journal after seeing only one issue. 


Help get copies of this paper into the hands of other Presbyterians 
during Church Paper Week. Many will be seeing it for the first 


time. 


If you'll assist this promotional effort, the following checklist may 
be helpful: 


[] Sample copies ordered (from the Journal business office, 
Weaverville, N. C.). 


[] Person in the congregation designated to send new 
orders. (People are more likely to start a subscription if 


someone is available with the necessary details.) 
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from the pulpit). 


Church Paper Week, April 16-23 
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pian jailer, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” And their answer was not 
that he go out and start leading a good 
life, important as moral rectitude is. 
Rather their reply to him was, “Be. 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”’ 


How was this accomplished? When 
Christ the eternal Son of God died on 
the Cross, He made a perfect atone- 
ment for sin. The holiness, righteous- 
ness, justice, love, and mercy of God 
were revealed and vindicated. We 
cannot explain all that took place, nor 
can we understand all of its implica- 
tions; but this we can know and be- 
lieve — Christ died for our sins, in our 
place, and opened the way for us into 
God’s holy presence. If only the death 
of the Son of God could solve the sin 
problem, how great then was that prob- 
lem! 


All of this is background for my 
telling you the effect of knowing 
Christ as my Saviour. 


I have peace in my heart — peace 
with God and the peace of God. 


Fear of death is gone for death wil! 
be nothing but a transition into His 
glorious presence. 


Faith in Christ brings assurance, 
confidence and hope. In my soul 
there is the witness that it is true. 
With the Apostle Paul I can say, “For 
I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed un- 
to Him against that day” (II Tim. 
bse 5 5 


And finally, because of this assur- 
ance of my Saviour in my heart, I am 
no longer worried about the contingen- 
cies of life. I know that Romans 8: 
28 is true: “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are called 
according to His purpose.” 


I write all of this now because it is 
too good to keep to myself. It is 
something every person should know, 
believe, and have for himself. 


I want so much for you to share in 
the same joy and hope which Christ 
has given to me. 


~ * * ~ 


Reprints of this article are avail- 
able for $1 per dozen or $6 per 
hundred. 





No one is useless in this world wh 
lightens the burden of another.—Dick- 
ens. 
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2 BOOKS 


THIS FAITH WE LIVE BY, by 
James Jauncey. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids. 157 pp. 
$2.50. 

This is a brave attempt to write a 
complete handbook of Christian living, 
by an author with a background in 


education, journalism, mathematics, 
philosophy, psychology, religion, and 
science. A native Australian, Dr. 


Jauncey is at present pastor of The 
First Christian Church, E] Paso, Texas. 


The theme of the book is given in 
the first paragraph: “Contrary to 
what many people imagine, the New 
Testament is not preoccupied with the 
life to come. It regards it as impor- 
tant, but its emphasis is with the 
whole of living. Eternal life does not 
start at death. It begins right now.” 
From here, as Eugenia Price points 
out in her foreword, “he walks surely 
and unhesitatingly into the confusing 
issues: worldliness, the Church, divorce, 
the new life, human relationships, sex, 
suffering, forgiveness, grief, finan- 





cial difficulties, guidance, and the na- 
ture of God Himself.” 

One finds himself wishing the au- 
thor had resisted the temptation to 
discuss “the nature of God Himself.” 
His concept of the Trinity, for ex- 
ample, is definitely modalistic, though 
he warns against this error. Conserva- 
tive Christians will also disagree with 
his citation of Albert Schweitzer as 
the “greatest example” of Christian 
self-denial “in our time.” 

All in all, however, this is a book 
that will make one think, and will give 
one new insights into the real meaning 
of Christian living. 

—(Rev.) James Mackenzie 
Kannapolis, N. C. 





WISER THAN THEY THOUGHT, 
by V. Raymond Edman. Scripture 
Press. Wheaton, Ill. 142 pp. $2.50. 


In this little volume, Dr. Edman, 
President of Wheaton College, “en- 
deavors to relate the Christmas story 
from uncommon angles, so that more 
clearly and graphically we may realize 
its wonder and worth.” He seeks to 
share with his readers his own imagi- 
native insights into the stories behind 
the Nativity. 
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Pass =~ +2 xcite the soul, 
| * and the weather 
and the town and 
~ your condition ... 


disappear. 


Ralph Waldo Emerson 


Teaching that excites the soul re- 
quires variety. The numerous sugges- 
tions for presenting the lessons in our 
Presbyterian literature—role playing, 
audio-visual resources, group discus- 
sions, and many others—make learn- 
ing fresh and thrilling. 


® BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
raed PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


1176, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
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Most evangelicals are somewhat 
wary of any fanciful tampering with 
the Scriptures, but Dr. Edman’s stories 
are a skillful blending of Scripture 
and the “what-might-have-been,” with 
the Biblical! narratives providing a solid 
foundation for his thinking. 


Indeed, the author holds a high 
view of the Scriptures — God’s writ- 
ten revelation is described as “fault- 
lessly accurate.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ is exalted as “God’s greatest 
gift, His only begotten Son... Saviour 
and Lord.” 


Despite the fact that the dialogue 
is at times somewhat labored and con- 
trived, the book is a refreshingly dif- 
ferent and stimulating approach to 
the Christmas Story. 


—(Rev.) Paul G. Settle 
Winfield, W. Va. 
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KEEP YOUR ™;, 


Will the Bible itself be the center of your 
Vacation Bible School? Or will handwork, field 
trips and other activities compete for the 
attention and affection of the children? 


Concern for the child and his interest is vital 
in an effective VBS program, but it should not 
overshadow the desire to impart the saving 
knowledge of God’s Word. The Bible and its 
message — the child and his needs — both 
are essential to give purpose to VBS. 


Your VBS gains perspective with materials that 
maintain balance between emphasis on the Bible 
and concern for the child. GREAT COMMISSION 
materials guarantee a program with depth by 
providing two lessons each day to present fully 
the heart of the gospel story. Breadth is also 
assured with handwork and activities completely 
correlated to the Bible lessons. 


Send today for your FREE VBS Catalog 
Complete Sample Kits $3.95 ppd. 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. F 
7401 Old York Road, Phila. 26, Pa. 


Kindly RUSH the following to me: | 
Free VBS Catalog for 1961 | 
Sample Kit at $3.95 postpaid 


Name 


— 





MINISTERS 


Thomas H. Makin, from Orlando, 
Fla., to the First Church, Sanford, 
Fla. 

Carl E. Mills, from Greensboro, N. 
C., to Fern Creek, Ky. 


DEATHS 


William A. Daniel (H.R.), died in 
Shreveport, La., February 23. He 
had been an active minister of the 
Presbyterian Church for 64 years 
prior to his retirement in 1958. 





LETTERS 
MORE ABOUT STUDENT WORK 


Some of us are quite concerned 
with the direction of Campus Christian 
work on college campuses. Let us 
hope that the attitude of some CCL 
workers is not the general attitude 
throughout the General Assembly. In- 
deed, it makes one wonder whether it 
would be better to have no Presby- 
terian work on the university campuses 
than to have it led by those of ques- 
tionable political, social, and theologi- 
cal beliefs. 


—Tennessee 


The JOURNAL has been greatly dis- 
quieted of late by the direction Presby- 
terian student work seems to be tak- 
ing. We earnestly hope the General 
Assembly will give major attention to 
an overture which asks that the whole 
program of campus ministries be ex- 


amined.—Ed. 





CROSSES, CANDLES, & PICTURES 


Are Presbyterians supposed to have 
gold (brass) crosses on their com- 
munion tables? And is it the right 
thing to do to put a large picture of 
Jesus Christ back of the pulpit? ... 


—Mrs. W. P. Bryan 
Tifton, Ga. 


The use of crosses and candles is 
spreading, along with divided chancels 
and real altars (steps and all). The 


validity of their usage is altogether 
doubtful, of course, and quite foreign 
to the Reformed testimony. We can- 
not imagine a Presbyterian Session 
which would permit a picture of Christ 
behind the pulpit.—Ed. 





FUNDAY 


Recently I have noticed on TV an 
advertisement calling attention to a 
certain program for children. There is 
shown on the screen a series of pic- 
tures in sequence: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Satur- 
day, FUNDAY ... And what a pro- 
gram it is! Not one idea is presented 
to indicate that there ever was such a 
thing as the Lord’s Day. 


—/(Rev.) P. B. Burleigh 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Some time ago (Nov. 16) we called 
attention to this program and suggest- 
ed that viewers who see it drop a card 
or a letter to the station over which 
the program is shown as well as to the 
sponsor.—Ed. 





HATE SIN, NOT SINNER 


A “filler” appearing in the March 
1 issue (“One who loves God and His 
law must hate the foes of God — 
George Elliott”) would seem to re- 
quire an explanation lest it lead to a 
misplacing of hate. To this observer 
it seems that we are told this: love 
God and every one of His human crea- 
tures who are struck off in His own 
image, with the nearest to a perfect 
love of which one is capable, but hate 
the evil, the untruth and the misguid- 
ance that comes into the heart of each. 
Every soul is of infinite preciousness 
and capable of salvation until hu- 
man death, but iniquity and wrong 
that are injected (and Christians know 
the source of the injection) into the 
control of every heart to a greater or 
lesser degree must be hated and fought 
against with an implacable determina- 
tion to the end. 


—Robert M. Metcalf, Jr. 
Memphis, Tenn. 





POTPOURRI 


I have received the Journal this 
year and have enjoyed every copy. 
Have received a blessing from every 
page of every issue. This is the most 


Spirit-filled Christian magazine I have 
ever had the pleasure of taking into 
my home. 


—Mrs. Ellis Rich 
Helena, Ala. 





The Journal has been very helpful 
in our Circles. I would be glad to 
recommend the paper to all Circles of 
Women of the Church. 


—Mrs. Theodore Pope 
Hemingway, S. C. 





We think it has improved 100%. 


—Lachlan Vass 
Decatur, Ga. 





Your stand for pure doctrine, un- 
defiled, is so inspiring and courageous 
that I want to make this small contri- 
bution to it. I have watched with a 
sinking heart and an appalled mind 
the heresies creeping in, supported by 
the very leaders who, having taken 
their stand upon the Confession of 
Faith, are now repudiating the basic 
truths on which Presbyterianism was 
founded. 


—Mrs. Muriel B. Fisher 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Previously the issue before us was 
whether there were indeed forces en- 
dangering the Presbyterian Church. 
Now the issue is joined between those 
who frankly believe Presbyterianism 
must lose its identity and those who 
feel it must live because Christianity 
must live.—Ed. 





Several other people read my Jour- 
nal — all enjoy it especially the Sun- 
day School lessons. 


—Mrs. H. H. Smiley 
New Zion, S. C. 


We don’t mind having the JOUR- 
NAL circulate as widely as possible. 
We also wouldn’t mind if those who 
like the paper would get their own 
copies and put them into circulation. 


—Ed. 





REPORTS—from p. 16 


achieved the goal of accreditation as 
a co-educational Junior College and 
is now affiliated with the Synod of 
Appalachia and with Asheville Pres- 
bytery. The College is now free of 
all indebtedness. 
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